THE   EPIC   OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

with one man already broken down and the
difficulties piling up ahead of them, they did
not discontinue their scientific observations
but stopped to examine the rocks and to hunt
for fossils,, nor did they ever know that the
specimens they collected would one day solve
the question of the age and past history of
that part of the Antarctic Continent. Later,
in their last terrible marches through intense
cold and blizzard they still carried them,
together with their notes and observations.
They brought these back for humanity
although they themselves must perish, instead
of throwing everything away and thinking
only of their lives.

In the three days between March i7th and
March igth they managed, somehow, to cover
another i8| miles in spite of severe frostbites
and a bitter wind which cut short their
marches. When they pitched the tent for the
last time they were almost hors de combat They
had reached a point 13 miles from One Ton
Depot with two days' food and less than one
day's fuel, but the gravity of their frostbites
was far their most serious menace. Even in
this extremity their great courage and deter-
mination might have forced them on to their
depot had not the blizzard come down on
the 2ottu
The blizzard swept on ... While waiting
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